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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons and
daughters of God” (Mt 5, 9). These are the words of Jesus from his
sermon on the mount. They tell us something about ourselves, and
they tell us something about God’s Kingdom. By our baptism, we are
called to live in Christ’'s peace, and this peace is at the heart of God’s
Kingdom.

Before his passion and death, Jesus said to his disciples: “Peace |
leave with you, my peace | give to you.” . . . He told them to trust in
God and to trust in him as he went away to prepare a place for them
(see John 14, 1-3). After his resurrection, he appeared to his
disciples saying “peace be with you.” The disciples were fearful and
in hiding. They had abandoned Jesus in his moment of greatest
need. Still, Jesus returned to them with love, understanding and
compassion to give them his peace.

We are followers of Jesus. He calls us to trust him, and to trust that
God the Father has a wonderful plan for us. Jesus gives us his
peace — a peace that is beyond all understanding, a kind of peace
that only he can give - so that we can become all that he has called
us to be.

We are all members of his body: the hands, the feet, the voice and
face of Jesus. We are called to share his peace — in the classroom,
the schoolyard, in our communities, and in the world. Each time we
forgive, share with, help, comfort and care for one another, the peace
of Jesus and of God’'s Kingdom becomes more real for everyone to
see.

As we go out into the world, let us remember Jesus’ words “peace be
with you” and carry them in our hearts. We ask the Holy Spirit for the
courage to share Jesus’ gift of peace through acts of kindness, as a
sign of his kingdom’s everlasting peace, where the Father has
prepared a place for each of us, beloved sons and daughters of God.
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